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Laredo, Texas
• Population of 176,576 persons
• 46,852 Households
• Largest Inland port .(source: www.laredo-ldf.com)

• 1,659,992 plus cross border loaded truck 
shipments (2001)

• 350,600 rail car shipments (2001).
• 226,000,000 pounds of air freight (2001).

• 800+ trade handling businesses.
• 600+ warehouses.



Ordinances

• Water Quality Ordinance
– Prohibits disposal of hazardous 

waste/materials to MS4.
• Hazardous Materials Permit Ordinance.

– Requires entities that handle hazardous 
materials to obtain a hazardous materials 
permit.



Public Education

• Aggressive public education campaign.
– ~$100,000 spent on:

• Television Ads.
• Newspaper Ads.
• Billboards.
• Print info.
• Movie slides.

• School, Civic, & Industry presentations.





HHW Collections Program

• Began in 1996 as a biannual collections 
program.
– 1 Event in Fall
– 1 Event in Spring

• In 1998 to 1999 City received grant funding for 
two HHW events.

• In 1999, City constructed a permanent site. 
(Grant funded)

• To date the City has received over 200,000 lbs. 
Of HHW.
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CESQG Program

• 2002 received grant funding to implement 
a pilot program through hosting two 
collection events.

• Summer of 2002, City began identifying 
and contacting potential CESQG 
businesses.

• 25,000 lbs. of CESQG waste collected.
• 41 CESQG entities participated.



Hazardous Materials/Waste Tracking

• Began in 1998.
• ~500 permits.
• Community Right-to-Know
• Required through Hazardous Materials 

Handling Permit.
• 2001, transferred to the ESD.
• Until 2002, used a mailbox system for 

HMIS.



Hazardous Materials/Waste Tracking

• Now businesses can file HMIS and HWIS 
statements online.

• Allows ESD to monitor hazmat/hazwaste
quantity as well as specifics.







Hazardous Materials/Waste Tracking

• Permit holders are required to submit a 
Hazardous Materials Site Plan.

• Staff reviews plans to make sure materials 
are not stored near inlets, creeks, other 
water bodies.

• Can be used in investigations.







GIS Technologies

• ESD funded a GIS needs assessment for 
the entire City.

• Link GIS data from key departments to a 
central repository/database.

• Will allow for modeling and investigations.  





Contact Information

City of Laredo
Environmental Services Department

619 Reynolds St.
Laredo, Texas 78040
(956)794-1650 phone

(956)727-7944 fax
Jporter@ci.laredo.tx.us

http://esd.cityoflaredo.com


